Environmental Safety
M any chemicals and dangerous substances are used on
construction sites. These substances can pose a threat to
workers, the public, as well as the environment including
plant and animal life when not handled correctly. Mother
Nature does not have her own personal protective
equipment and it is everybody’s responsibility to safeguard
and protect our environment.
The best strategy for environmental safety is to prevent the
release of contaminants into the environment. All
construction projects should have some form of
environmental impact assessment completed in the
development stages. Company policies, procedures and
training should then be put in place for the safe handling of
toxic substances.
The Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment classifies
pollutants in the following categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Contaminants: Mirex and PCB
Petroleum Products: Gasoline, Diesel Fuel, and
Lubricant
Pesticides: Glyphosate and DD
Acids and Basis: Sulphuric Acid and Caustic Soda
Miscellaneous Organic and Inorganic Substances:
Methanoland Ammonia
Metals: Lead, Mercury, and Arsenic
Radioactive Materials
Waste Water: Domestic, Industrial and Agricultural

While you may not work with all of these types of materials,
it is important to be familiar with the substance you
commonly use and how to prevent their release into the
environment. There are many common sources of
contaminants found on construction sites both small and
large. Common worksite contaminants include:
•

•
•

Chemicals: Always check WHMIS labels for proper
disposal of chemicals. Refer to the Safety Data Sheets
(SDS) information to protect yourself before handling
any chemical
Garbage: Not all garbage goes to the landfill. Many
construction products can be reused or recycled.
Exhaust: Winter conditions warrant many of us to leave
vehicles and machines running to keep engines and
cabs warm. Exhaust contributes to air pollution.

•

Fuels and Fluids: Overrunning machines leads to
increased incidents of hose leaks. Always have a spill
kit on site or in the vehicle to deal with common spills
and leaks.

If a contaminant release occurs, regardless of the size or
volume, a plan must be put into place to deal with the
situation and prevent.
permanent damage to the environment and protect
employees and the public from exposure.
An emergency plan should be in place by employers as
part their Occupational Health and Safety requirements
under the Regulations. Workers should have adequate
training in this plan, have and know how to use the
appropriate PPE to protect themselves, as well as
necessary evacuation procedures. The emergency plan
should also include procedures to:
•
•
•

Prevent further discharge of the pollutant
Contain the spilled pollutant
Minimize the effects of the spill

Remember, when a spill occurs, responder safety is first
priority. Do not touch or go near spills unless you are
trained in the hazards and have the proper protective gear
to safely handle the spill.
Public protection is the next priority. Contact authorities
immediately if a major spill occurs, and safe guard the area
from the public and people on site.
When the danger to personnel and public is mitigated then
the protection of the environment will be undertaken by
using containment and disposal methods set out in the
Spill Control Regulations of Saskatchewan. If a spill occurs
on infrastructure that could pose a risk or hazard to that
infrastructure, report it to project managers and engineers
and local authorities.
You must report dangerous chemicals and large spills if
they exceed levels in the Table of Reportable Quantities
determined by the Ministry to
the SaskSpills Provincial
Enforcement Centre Spill
Report Line: 1-800-667-7525

www.scsaonline.ca

When accidents and incidents happen on the jobsite, we are always quick to point the finger at lack of
training, not following practices or procedures, or even improper supervision. The idea that the
hazards and dangers associated with the job were not properly communicated to all of the workers is
often missed.
Tool Box Talks can go by many names, and although formats may vary, these meetings all serve one
purpose: to inform employees and contract workers. Tool Box Talks are short, informal, meetings
between management and the workers on a jobsite. The goal of these meetings is to reinforce current
safe job procedures, inform workers of new and/or relevant procedures, review recent safety
violations/incidents, and ensure workers are up-to-date on the information required to complete their
work safely.
Always use a Tool Box Talk form to record the meeting topic, date, who was in attendance, and any
follow-up actions to be taken. Not only do these forms help with consistency of record keeping, but
they also ensure that nothing is missed. At the end of the meeting have management sign off on the
form.
One of the most important aspects of a Tool Box Talk is giving workers an opportunity to voice their
concerns and ask questions. All employees have a right to participate in health and safety as it
relates to their work and it is the supervisor or manager’s responsibility to create an environment for
them to do so. Once the meeting is over, and the form is filled out, it should be filed with other
documented Tool Box Talks.
Remember that Tool Box Talks are short and informal, they are not meant to be intimidating. Use the
opportunity to have fun and stay on top of what is necessary to keep safety culture a strong part of
the business.
For a full listing of Tool Box Talk topics, visit: www.scsaonline.ca/resources/tool-box-talks
For a copy of the Tool Box Talk form, visit: www.scsaonline.ca/pdf/Tool_Box_Meeting.pdf
About the Saskatchewan Construction Safety Association
The Saskatchewan Construction Safety Association (SCSA) is an industry-funded, membership-based,
nonprofit organization that provides cost-effective, accessible safety training and advice to employers and
employees in the construction industry throughout the province to reduce the human and financial losses
associated with injuries. Registered March 20, 1995, the SCSA is, and has been since inception, committed to
injury prevention. Serving almost 10,000 member companies with business offices in both Regina and
Saskatoon, the major business units of the association are Advisory Services, Business Development,
Corporate Services, Program Services and Training. The mission of the SCSA is constructing safety
leadership in Saskatchewan and the vision is to create the safest construction environment in Canada.
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